July 15th, 2001
Hi Gavin
Another week gone already! Few entries in my diary this week so the letter may be shorter. You said that you were returning to work on the 13th (US date) so I guess you will be back now, and certainly by the time the letter arrives. First of all, I have to apologise as I have completely forgotten to do the web search for you. I don’t know how I forgot but I suddenly remembered last night. But I have put a sticker on the computer monitor to remind me. So, I will be on to it soon.


In Hong Kong, the Cathay Pacific Airways dispute is still not settled and, if anything, is hotting up. However, the management holds most of the cards. They have started sacking pilots – 52 already and probably more to follow. The airline says the sackings have nothing to so with the pilots’ work-to-rule, but you would have to be an idiot to believe that. But because of this, public opinion may be swinging very slightly towards the pilots, even though they are already pampered and highly paid. Government officials, including the Chief Executive, who should really be neutral in the issue, have made statements favouring the airline, i.e. the bosses! 


The Chief Executive has been in the US for the past week or so. He said that he is on a ‘private’ visit, but the cynic in me is sure that the public paid for the trip! He met with the president and talked about the Falun Gung in HK and the ‘one country, two systems.’. I didn’t know it, but he is acquainted with the Bush family particularly Bush Senior. He then went on to San Francisco where he has a house. He was there when the announcement was made that Beijing would get the 2008 Olympic Games. Probably fortunate that they did given all the hype and the way the country was whipped up to support their bid. It would be hard to imagine their response if they missed out again, having lost out to Sydney for the 2000 Games. If I had had a vote, I probably would have voted for Beijing, partly because of their human rights record! (the same reason others voted against their bid). The reason is, that however bad things are, they have become better, and the spotlight will be on them for the next 8 years and they will be forced to change. (The same was not true though of Germany when Berlin got the 1936 Games; however, issues such as human rights were not discussed in those days.) This might already be seen in the cases of the two Chinese (one a US citizen working at the City University in HK, the other the wife of a US citizen) who entered China months ago and were promptly arrested on spying for Taiwan. Well, their trials, which were carried out in secret, were held in the last couple of days and lasted about 4 hours each. Imagine that – 4 hours considering the seriousness of the charges. Anyway, as expected, they were both found guilty and promptly expelled from the country. 


As I am somewhat tired at the moment, I reduced the intensity of my exercising in the past week (and will probably do the same this week) to about 80% of normal. That meant a 1000 metre swim instead of 1200 m and reduction of the weights in the gym by about 20%. I think I told you that Brett, the young guy (he is aged 29) has moved to a similar job in the Shangri-la Hotel. Well, I received a fax from him last week. He says that the gym is only about ¼ the size of the one here and that the pool is 28 m long. Also, that membership costs $30 000 pa! (though free for hotel guests of course). Whew – expensive! He also said that the pool is popular for lap swimming and invited me over for a swim some time. 


A professor at Chinese University was killed the other day when crossing a road in Shatin. His name is Critchley and had been at CU for about 12 years. I did not know him but had heard the name. The accident happened when he, his 18-year daughter and her friend got out of a taxi during heavy rain outside City One. The two girls dashed across a pedestrian crossing, He followed, but was hit by a car. A kidnapped boy was also killed after a ransom of more than $1 million was paid. Half the gang of six were from HK while the others were from the mainland. Three were teenagers with the youngest being only 12!

I am beginning to revise my HK Chemistry books because of a new syllabus. I wish that they did not change the syllabuses so often!! In the middle of August I will have to go Singapore for the launch of Book 2 of the science series.


I think that’s about all for this week. Hope you are OK and that you enjoyed your rest in San Diego. Thinking of you. Cheers for now.

Dad
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